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Salient features 


C. maccamii sp. nov. 


C. lauuii Hk. f. 


Flowers 
Corolla tub; 

Corolla hbes 
Oiter corona 
Inner corona 


1.7 to 2.3 cm long 

Base largely inflated in the lower 1/2 of the 
tube, the upper half narrow, uniformly 
cylindrical 

2-3 mm long, glabrous 

Cupular, 5 lobed, each lobe notched or 
shortly bifid in the middle 
Thick, sub-clavate, erect-divergent, ca 
twice as long as outer, hairy all over- 


Over 2.5 cm, up to 3.5 cm long 

Base slightly inflated in the lower 1/3 of 
the tube, the upper 2/3 subcylindrical gently 
enlarging towards the mouth. 

6-7 mm long, hairy or glabrous 

Saucer-shaped, of 10 equal sized, obtuse 
lobes 

Terete, linear, erect, ca 4-5 times longer 
than outer, sparsely hairy towards base. 


Among the Indian Ceropegias, the pre¬ 
sent new species has the smallest corolla- 
lobes (2-3 mm long). Even under cultiva¬ 
tion, though the vegetative parts may gain 
in size, but the flowers do not increase be¬ 
yond 2.3 cm in length. At present restrict¬ 
ed to Pune district, but likely to be found 
on hill tops of adjacent areas of other dis¬ 
tricts also. 

ETYMOLOGY 

This species is named in honour of 
Charles McCann, the renowned botanist 
who was closely associated with the study 
of the Flora of Western India in general 


and of the genus Ceropegia Linn, in parti¬ 
cular. 
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A NEW NAME FOR AN INDIAN DESMODIUM DESV. (FABACEAE) 


Baker (1876) erected a species, Desmodi- 
«m rotundifolium based on a collection of 
Ritchie from the plains of Concan in West¬ 
ern Peninsular India. This name was ad¬ 
opted by Cooke (1902) and others. This is 
a later homonym of Desmodium rotundi¬ 
folium DC. (Prodr. 2: 330. 1825) from North 
America. The American species is charac¬ 
terised by trifoliolate leaves, while the Indi¬ 
an species by unifoliolate leaves. Hence, a 
new name is proposed for the Indian species. 


Desmodium ritchiei Sanjappa, nom. nov. D. 
rotundifolium Baker in Hook. f. FI. Brit. 
Ind. 2: 172. 1876, non DC. 1825; Cooke, 
FI. Pres. Bombay 2: 381. 1902, pro parte 
(Ritchie 288); Shah, FI. Gujarat 209. 1978. 
Alysicarpus rotundifolium Dalz. ex Baker 
in Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 2: 172. 1876, 
pro syn. A. beddomei sensu Chavan & 
Oza, FI. Pavagadh, 72, 1966, non Schindl¬ 
er, 1927. 
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